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1., lhmerous economic discussions hook nlace during the first part of Jay 1951 in
the Politbltro of the SED. The basis for these discussions was the assumption
that sooner or later any legal or 11legal secess to western raw materals mey
be clossd, B

25X1 2. | |shipments from the Yest to the DOR and to the Sovied
Upion, cven thoughn they had been only slightly decrcased during the last years
would not suffice to meet the pgoals set by the present cconomic plans. ‘alter
Ulbricht added that all possible loop-holes for last-rest trade ought vo be ex-
ploited and widened.

25X1 3. | Jadvised the other mombers of the Politbliro concerming the ox-
Tensive declarations and plans of the Testern Powers to control Sast-lest trad

Ulbrichbstated that such statements are emploved as a means of political manosuvre.
Ulbrictb said that the Sovicts have lists of firms in the Vest (in esturn Lurg
as woll as the United States) which owe their large profits to this legal and

) illegal East-liest trade. This trade has taken on such important proportions
that its discontinusnce would adversely affect a large portion of Ucstcrn trag
and industry. The great attraction in this type of trade lics in its unoffici
nature which offers extraordinary oprortunities for proiiteering. .

k. A much more serious note was struck by the Folitbiiro on the subject of the Sch ap
Plan. The Soviets ave of the opinion that the Schuman Plan, should if ewver bg
gore o reality, vould definitely remove Western Germany and Western Europe from
the grasp of the Soviet Union. In this connection, the Soviet Union has only re-
cently come to realize the importance of the Schuman Plan. Until a short time
agos the Soviets had accepted that analysis of the 55D which maintained that t,
Schuman Fan was so plainly inspired by French interests that the trade uniong nd
industry of Vestern Cermany would combine to prevent its approval or applicati .
In the opinion of the SID the opposition of Creat Lritain would do the rest.

Y. The acceptance of the Schuman Plan by the Ceruan Federal Depublic and by the
Deutscher Geveorkschaftsbund camc as a great surprise to the Soviets. urt Scing-
macher's oppositior. to the plan caused the 51D lclitbiro, on Soviet ianstructia.
once again to study the possibility of concertcd action with the SPD. Although
this problenm was discusscd at rreat length, no ideas were advanced for making
an aprraach to the 5PD leadsiu. The SuD I'olitbliro, hovever, hopes that the tw
propaganéa projects: "pgainst Zenilitarization" and "Apainst the Gcluman Tlan®
will mobilize the rank and file of the “cstern Cerman 81D as an auxiliary fore
forﬂCom:in;ni"t aims in the Federal liepublic in spite of the opposition of the SPD
iaanaranin.
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